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BAJIRAO AND HIS FAMILY

With the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, the illustrious dynasty founded by
Babur began to decline, and upon the political arena of the Indian continent
appeared rival claimants who hotly contested the suzerainty of the defunct
empire. The Marathas, against whom the old monarch had carried on
a ceaseless struggle for nearly a quarter of a century, remained unsubdued
to the last, and when they found the opposition crumbling away, they
were not slow to avail themselves of the advantageous position they had
won. They crossed the Nerbudda and overran the rich provinces of
the empire. In their career of conquest fortune favoured them with a
leader of rare ability in Bajirao Ballal, about whose family the papers here
presented furnish interesting details.

Bajirao, a bluff soldier, interested himself but little in domestic affairs,
which were ably managed by his mother Radhabai and his younger brother
Chimaji Appa. It was under Radhabai’s iron discipline that Bajgrao and
Chimaji were trained to the habits of simplicity, adventure and industry
to which they owed their success in life. Radhabai’s masterful personality
looms large in these letters. She makes anxious Inquiries about her
children and their doings ; she is afraid her son is no match for the wily
Nizam, and advises Bajirao not to visit him unless accompanied by the
Sumant and Somavansi (Letter No. 7). Chimaji's ill-health causcs hey
ceaseless anxiety, and she repeatedly requests him to return to Poona from
the unhealthy monsoon climate of Bassein. Everybody 1n the household

holds her in the highest respect and obeys her smallest wish, She has
only to mention she desires to bathe in the sea on the Amavasya day and
Chimaji makes elaborate preparations for her journcy to Basscin from
Poona (Letter No. 19). In 1735 she started on a pilgrimage to Benares
which she completed in April 1736. In a letter (No. 11) couched in
the most affectionate terms, Chimaji writes, * You desire to tale [inle
Sadashiv with you on your pilgrimage. Nodoubt he will 1ecojve presents
from Sawai Jaysing and other princes. But why should e t?:in:ig a‘bauf
s hese princely gifts when we have everything one can wish for > \orcover

ae is so young, he will be a perfect nuisance to you on your jourr -v 1\ foeker

dear. when [ last parted from you I should have wallicd by e cids of

your palanquin on foot ; but to my regret. in the hurry of the meme
the idea escaped me altogether. On account of this Taels

upset, and 1 shall not feel at rest unless YOU E55UT2 ma dhee ..
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between these two distinguished brothers. Though eclipsed by the
exploits of his brother, Chimaji was in no way his inferior either at
court or on the field. A brave soldier and a skilful general, Chimaji
possessed that wonderful quality of tact, with which he helped Bajirao
to retain the King’s favour. Bajirao, engaged in distant expeditions,
despised the petty intrigues of the Court at Satara, which but for the wise
mediation of Chimaji, would have seriously hampered him in his task.

In the latter part of his life Bajirao became enamoured of a beautiful
dancing girl of Musalman extraction named Mastani and completely
neglected affairs of state. The origin of Mastani and her first meeting
with the Peshwa still remain in the dim twilight of legendary history.
But letters (Nos. 30-36) for the first time disclose what a commotion the
Peshwa's growing infatuation and the licentious habits he seems to have
developed, particularly as regards drinking and eating meat, caused in the
family. A letter (No. 30) tells us that while the Peshwa was riding out one
day he accosted the Patil of a village and 1n an unguarded moment asked
to be provided with fowls. In another letter Chimaji informed his
nephew Nana that Bajirao had solemnly promised to give up taking intoxi-
cants after purifying himself in the holy waters of the Ganges, provided
that his mistress was allowed to return. - Chimaji however was pessimistic
about the promise being kept (No.3I). The King when requested to
admonish the Peshwa for his liaison could only say in reply that Bajirao
would be induced to mend his ways not by external pressure, but only
when he could be brought to repent (No. 32). Chimaji utter
exasperation remarks, ** I tried my utmost to persuade hlm”to mend his
But God wills it otherwise. I leave him to his fate.

ter (No. 41). Govind

Some

ways. E) - . .
Some of the Peshwa’s relatives are mentioned m let

Krishna writes how the work at the Poona Palace was progressing.  So
captive Firangees were skilful workmen and were put to work at the building.
Telescopes, lamps, glasses, watches and other articles of European make
interested the Peshwa greatly, and were bought for him by his agents

posted at Bombay (Nos. 9, 10).
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T his letter gives a few definite relations of the Peshwas.
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GShivram Krishna reports to Bajirao in reply to his queries, the pragress
of the work of building the Shamwar Palace. He alsa adds that the cicht
dogs have safely arrived and will be properly lookhed after.
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SiRadhabai writes 1o her son Chimaji Appa that Kashibai has given birth
to amalechild.  Thelast two words ure in fier own handwriting.
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Winteresting letter by Nana Saheb to his mother : throws licht on the
domestic affairs of the family. Who is Bapuji Ganesh?  Ramchandra Baji
died in 1733 : so the letter must be dated a little before then.

No. 7] [1734)
11

{ormrazers (wEm vaamr aad arstas o ofr sy s

wEEE el e Tae JuE SEE EET W G G v ad
e gRHl geem S SE 1 ' oadum el
PITHIERA a2 A FEL sl Sars R e

AEEE A 9T ANEAEAT W ARG B AT anAs T

-

Alg, TR0 a0 R FIW FEA O MIE aSaE A0 A g e
TEE WA 999 SiTEArn GEw FL g uei o
;V'*"'?TT T IR FHITE 7 AR @A A S Gy
AFET AEE FA AR L 0H A AEEIR qEA A e
ol e At N G o & B AT I (P G

" . e . T . "‘,’-‘ﬂ, - ;’
SRadhabai warns Bajirao not to go and visit (the Nizam3) int

absence of Anandrao Somvanshi and Shamblueing fadhas.
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; YRadhabai’s letier to Bajirao to communicate to her full details of his
oings.
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Bajirao’s agent at Bombay writes to him regarding broadcloth and
carpets to be had there.
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YAn agent of the Peshwa at the Bombay market refer's to lamps, large
mirrors, a watch studded with jewels, etc.
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$Chimaji Appa’s letter to his mother Radhabai, shewing the most

affectionate reverence for her. The lady was proceeding on a pilgrimage
afd wished to take with her Sadashivrao Bhau, then only five years old.
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SRadhabai's reception at Udepur when she went on a pilgrimage.

1 Diwan of Udepur.
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INana Peshwa to Chimaji : he rejoices to hear that Radhabai has arrived
safe at Gaya on her pilgrimage.
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UVasudev Joshi to the Peshwa, returning from his pilgrimage to Benares
whither ke had accompanied Radhabai.
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NChimaji Appa is requested to send robes of honour to the Nizam on
account of the thread ceremony of his son Sadashivrao.

No. 16] [April 17362
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Narayan Dikshit Patankar to Bajirao : advises the latter to perform
religious sacrifices only through Deccani priests. The letter is interesting as
exposing a phase of Maratha expansion controlled by such persons as the
writer.
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Pratinidhi performing sacrifices and vows.
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Yiletter to Chimaji Appa, inquiring whether he mei his mother on her
return from the pilgrimage.
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SChimaji Appa, all in his cwn hand, writes this letter to Nana ashing Jiim
to send his mother Radhabai for sea-bathing, with the little hoys | Saghimath,

Sadashiv and Janardan.
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Y Radhabai discusses some matrimonial affair with her son.
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S|Brakmendra Swami to Bajirao. Extols him beyond measure as having
fo his credit achievements superior to those of Shivaji, who, the Swami
says, never fought the Mogul openly.
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€Chimaji Appa to his mother, replying to her entreaty not to exert himsclf
too much.
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YRadhabai to Cbtma]z Appa, asking hzm [
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YRadhabai _appoints Umanath Pathak of Benares to act as the family
priest to the Peshwas there, provided he has similar authorities granted to
him by Mahuranaji and Ajitsing.
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1A personal letter of Bhiu Bai, daughter of the Ist Peshwa, to her mother.
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Krishnarao Mahadcv, brother-in-law of Bajirao, writes to him that he
will visit him on the following day on the banks of the Godavari.
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NChimaji Appa ashs that the daughter of Babuji Nail; Onkar should be

reserved for Raghunathrao, and not married to Raste.
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YThe Peshwa is informed about the progress of the extensions of his
Palace, of the water-tanks on the road to the Parvali temple, cfc.
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[Chimaji Appa writes to Nana asking what steps could be taken to
prevent Bajirao from getting intoxicated and communicating with Mastani.
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NChimaji seriously discusses with young Nana measures fo prevent Bajirao
from drinking and from commiltting other excesses.

No. 32] (21-1-1740
51

sfina Tl amr AN J3El.

M7 M G Felsw GEFT de9d 90T Badt Iqd. I
e T R foerg IO SEE FIe0ET AT ¢ Jie
TR ST Tl Tl Al SRS F AR qws e
T ety Wi § o STEaE TiE T SRErE ghe Al 20g
TS D 0. ACHEA § AGA AR SR I,
R e e A e § ey AR T A ; SeH
e T agaE ; aieEe Gl U @2 A ael A QG
L o geq g gE. Ty AT RO GHEAEl ASTRY
O TR . AT (A g e S Qe SRS

+ag ug famier e g aeEar ?
) 889



R
TR STl AT T6qH HewH Fd awl dig 9 velt ol iR, S+
wqi [T s aviar PR o¥. aga wm BB g
34l el aies & B

'Y Govind Khanderao Chitnis to Nanasaheb Peshwa, telling him what course
King Shahu advises to be taken with regard to the Mastani affair. It is only
repentance, the King says, that will improve matters and not any kind of
restraints imposed on Mastani.
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Y|Chimaji to Nana, communicating his despair of curing Bajirao of his evil

ways. —
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YRadhabai’s letier to her son Chimaji Appa, ashing him to remonstrate with
Bajirao about his ways and arrange matters, presumably as regards Mastani.
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aily grow more cheerful. But I am afraid however he is ill at ease on one
account (Mastani).”
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T he writer tells Bajirao that he is happy to see him living with Mastani.

Whether this Mastani means Bajirao's mistress Mastani is a question. The
origin of Mastani is yet undetermined and hence the importance of this

letter.
The whole letter is in one uniform old Modi handwriting.
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9 Bajirao to his mother from Burhanpur, asking her not to let Chimaji Appa
over-exert himself and not allow him to proceed to Bassein.

ry
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§Jagannath Nagesh gives the extent of water in the Mastani tank at
Vadaki just near the Diva pass on the Poona-Saswad Road.
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YKrishnarao Mahadev Joshi, brother of Kashibai, who had accompanied

her on a pilgrimage, writes to the Peshwa from Benares about the future
programme of their travels.
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YIRadhabai to her grandson Nana. She appears to have gone to Baramati
to conciliate Babuji Naik, who was fasting.
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Names of some of the Peshwa's relations.
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%IBajirao’s letter to Chimaji Appa, showing that his sense of justice was not
pery heen when self-interest came in.  He orders that horses and money should

be taken from Manaji Khaladkar, as he was a well-to-do person.
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SNana ashs Chimaji Appa to send Dadoha Purandare 10 Suluyu fur

his help.
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14 Kamawisdar reports to the Peshwa how the movements of armies
destroy crops and ruin villages.

N.B..—*T/zz's and the following letters which cannot be accurately dated
but which have a general interest apart from the date, are given at the end

of the section.
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Udhav Vireshwar Chitale (Kiledar of Shivner) to Radhabai about
building a bridge at Mulkhedi in the Poona District.
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Y Brahmendra Swami to Chimaji, requesting help for the marriage of
Ramaji Dhondadev Safre.
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YPurandare to Peshwa from Satara, having dispatched the pet bird as
ordered.
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YKrishnarao Bapuji to Nana Peshwa—informing him of the illness of
his mother.
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1 1 i writes to the Peshwa

91.Some female member in the family of the C haltrapfn’x writes

inquiring about the health of Chimaji Appa and repnmandsvlnm lo(szards the
end for not despatching 25 maid servants though he had prq,nnsed {o do so.
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Y Auspicious times for certain ceremonies are mentioned.
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Bajirao in this autograph letter is giving some instructions to his brother
Chimaji Appa. * Money and elephants should not be handed over to anyone.

The elephant Gajraj should be taken from Pawar without letting him know
that it is done at my instance.”
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Y Krishna Rao Mahadeo remonstrates with the Peshwa for not having
kept his word and promises to join him soon.
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Purandare to Chimaji Appa, requesting that a wedding-dress may be sent
by way of a present to Kusaji Bhosle, the celebration of whose marriage was

fixed by Shahu within four days.
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Y Shahu orders Bajirao and Chimaji to carry out a plantation of mango
trees in several villages.
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213

©Pilaji Jadhao sends 1o Bajirao a kanduritten cory of three char

of the Ramayana.
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NPilaji Jadhao sends some medicinal oils to the Peshwa.

No. 59]
3
g ST GO T 4T

et 9ol Srvie Folt Sive w5 3 SEy g o
19 si¥e a( e TR @RS A T OTA Yl grmn e
A8 hon ARal RRE S T = S mree
T, TG F R0 @M FWA 17 mhy 7 Gun,

8 Mug ™, a species of grain which i« 4 parintity of fhe
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NSome fruit is sent to the Peshwa.
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YA pair of drums is prepared and sent to Chimaji Appa.
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Y[Some Rajeli banam} plants, a species known for its keeping qualities, are
sent to the Peshwa to be used in his gardens.

No. 64]

M B ¢ ERE.

3.
g ST ANEM M 39l

Bt ST atazte Wl gemath A weawne eRd wum
Al s, ATE NN T W) ad 9€ S99 R A9 e
qeT) U RRRe.  AREEN 3 9 T 3Y afEm ema
AT i 19 GHeaY AR, doEl oRd 38 A’ 39

No. 65]
11
Tt AETEET arEr
el
Raeht ool Rem amfl s TR S R, AR s
9 IS S AV TT GRAE T ARG, \FUSEINTE 591
90

=



%o

I AW T I TN 97 Tl @ o AR A wig
SEICT fm‘f%&ﬁ Ao, § G T8 qeer Fon amRa RRe
I & B TS AR TR a0 @i ¥ .

T he birth of a son tothe Peshwa is reported to Mahadoba Purandare.
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WVasudeo Joshi sends to the Peshwa some honey and other arlicles.
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N Tubaji Anant, Peshwas’ agent in the Konkan, writes lo the Peshwa from

Satara about the auspicious hour for entering a new house and other matters.
He also refers to an accident to a mare.
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|On being asked .by the Peshwa why the copy of Vedabhashya was
not returned, the writer explains that he is not responsible for it as it passe

{o several persons from hand to hand.
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qBagjirao is requested to hand over to his wife the robes of honour sent by

Janba Nimbalkar.
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Wyankatrao Narayan to Chimaji Appa: makes enquiries about the cloth
of Karajker and asks him to secure a palanquin for Govind Hari's mother.

No. 71}
NTRERT

AeT Tt o afeet™ 3R,

HIY ATIIRETH SIgal A TATRK Fadl g, ddie
B STy a7 FAEH WETEUET gaw ARl akey sreERRed
gER] o4l B3N,  9gd 399 TEe, o JRIRRE WA &id
T W A RS (WA ot ghe & ques.  amal @
i AETAT 9 GUT TS oY, UM, SFErhS sUNR I eTR,
THAR . GG U ¥E. JERAl de@l qEsAl A die-
jeflErEdl geRleal Sau wR.  FeeRaRt svge w9e o
Fe.  AEHRA ICD T G T FEed SOTEIRT JBEST ques.
agd w1 R, F orEl &, § Fe.

YAnubai to. Chimaji Appa, requesting a few mares being sent to be trained
under her care.
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% Baburao Malhar (Barve) to the Peshwa, regretting his inability to be

present at Poona for the Hutashani especially in view of the impending trouble
by the Mughals in his province.
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YRadhabai writes to her son Bajirao about some petiy grievance of her

daughter Bhiubai.
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€T his letter, written to Chimaji, refers to a peculiar variety of an esculent
root (), presented by the writer. '
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Radhabai to her daughter-in-law, Kashibai, asking her to tabe proper

care of Bal and Janardan.
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K ashibai writes in endearing terms to her sen Nana asking him how he

enjoyed the figs sent by her.
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YiRadhabai Dabhade, probably wife of Krishnaji, congratulates Radhabai
Peshwa on her safe return from the pilgrimage. She further makes enquiries
about Chimaji Appa’s health.
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Pilaji Jadhao sends to Radhabat his Sjankrant greetings with tilgul.
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